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CONFIDENTIAL DOHA 0712 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR QA IR SU 

SUBJ: AMIR OF QATAR TO VISIT IRAN AND SUDAN 
REF: DOHA 616 AND 669 (NOTAL) 

1. RELIABLE DIPLOMATIC SOURCE HAS TOLD US THAT AMIR IS PLANNING 
OFFICIAL VISITS TO IRAN AND SUDAN WITHIN NEXT TWO MONTHS. 

REFTELS REPORTED THAT AMIR ALSO TO VISIT FRANCE AND POSSIBLY 
ABU DHABI. 

2. COMMENT: WE UNDERSTAND THAT AMIR HAS BEEN STUNG BY RECENT 
CRITICISM THAT GOQ ISOLATING ITSELF FROM MAINSTREAM OF GULF 
AFFAIRS WHICH RECENTLY HAS INCLUDED MUCH TRAVELING BY GULF 
LEADERS. TRIP TO IRAN OF PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE IN VIEW OF 
AMIR'S VERY CLOSE TIES WITH SAUDIS. IT WOULD SEEM LIKELY, 

HOWEVER, THAT KHALIFA WOULD RETURN SHAYKH ZAYID'S VISIT OF LAST 
NOVEMBER BEFORE TRAVELING FARTHER AFIELD. 
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